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the invasive hornet Vespa velutina Lepeletier, 1836, in Europe in 2012 (Hym., Vespidae) 
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Fig. 1. - Distribution of Vespa velutina Lepeletier in Europe from 2004 to 2012 (data INPN, 2013). 
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Since its introduction in Lot-et-Garonne, a southwestern French district, before 2004 
(VILLEMANT etal., 2006), the presence of this invasive honeybee predator is recorded through online 
biodiversity databases (INPN, 2013; NATAGORA, 2013) depending on public contributions or 
beekeepers’ networks (Apimil, Cari,...). 

In 2012, seven new districts were colonized in France (fig. 1). Neither individuals nor nests 
were observed in Belgium and in the Nord French district where it had been observed last year, 
suggesting that this introduction has aborted like in Paris region in 2009 (Rome et al., 2012). 
Vespa velutina arrived in Northern Spain in 2010 (CASTRO & PAGOLA-CaRTE, 2010; LÓPEZ et 
al., 2011); it has already colonized the three provinces of the Basque country (Diputaciones 
Forales, pers. comm.), and recently crossed the Pyrenees in Catalonia (J. Pujade, pers. comm.). 
Workers were observed in Galicia region (S. Asorey, pers. comm.) where founders might have 
been unintentionally introduced. Unlike in Belgium, V. velutina has permanently settled in 
Northern Portugal and colonized Braga district after Viana do Castelo last year (GROSSO-SILVA 
& Mata, 2012). 

In 2012, Vespa velutina is present in 66 European districts (360,000 km?). It spreads at 
around 100 km per year, with several accidental introductions away from the invasion front 
(Rome et al., 2009). There is currently no efficient method to control this species, which will 
most probably colonize the major part of the continent (VILLEMANT et al., 2011). 


REFERENCES 


Castro L. & PAGOLA-CarTE S., 2010. — Vespa velutina Lepeletier, 1936 (Hymenoptera, Vespidae), 
recolectada en la Peninsula Ibérica. Heteropterus Revista de Entomologia, 10: 193-196. 

Grosso-SILva J.M. & Mata M., 2012. — Vespa velutina Lepeletier, 1836 (Hymenoptera, Vespidae), new 
species for Portugal. Arquivos Entomoloxicos, 6: 53-54. 

INPN, 2013. — Vespa velutina. Inventaire national du patrimoine naturel. http://inpn.mnhn.fr/ 

LÓPEZ S., GONZALEZ M. & GOLDARAZENA A., 2011. — Vespa velutina Lepeletier, 1836 (Hymenoptera: 
Vespidae): first records in Iberian Peninsula. EPPO Bulletin, 41: 439-441. 

NataGorA, 2013. — Observatoire naturaliste. http://observations.be 

ROME Q., MULLER F., GARGOMINY O. & VILLEMANT C., 2009. — Bilan 2008 de l’invasion de Vespa velutina 
Lepeletier en France (Hymenoptera, Vespidae). Bulletin de la Société entomologique de France, 114 
(3): 297-302. 

ROME Q., MULLER F. & VILLEMANT C., 2012. — Expansion en 2011 de Vespa velutina Lepeletier en 
Europe (Hym., Vespidae). Bulletin de la Société entomologique de France, 117 (1): 114. 

VILLEMANT C., BARBET-MASSIN M., PERRARD A., MULLER F., GARGOMINY O., JIGUET F. & ROME Q., 2011. — 
Predicting the invasion risk by the alien bee-hawking Yellow-legged hornet Vespa velutina nigrithorax 
across Europe and other continents with niche models. Biological Conservation, 144: 2142-2150. 

VILLEMANT C., HAXAIRRE J. & STREITO J.-C., 2006. — Premier bilan de l'invasion de Vespa velutina 
Lepeletier en France (Hymenoptera, Vespidae). Bulletin de la Société entomologique de France, 111 
(4): 535-538. 


(Q. R., L. D., C. O., F M., C. V. : Muséum national d'Histoire naturelle, UMR 7205 CNRS-MNHN, 
Entomologie, C. P. 50, 57 rue Cuvier, F — 75231 Paris cedex 05 <vespa@mnhn.fr> 

A. G.-P. : NEIKER — Instituto Vasco de Investigación y Desarrollo Agrario, Berreaga 1, 

ES — 48160 Derio, Bizkaia <agarcia@neiker.net> 

M. M. : APIMIL, Associação Apícola Entre Minho e Lima, Lugar dos Pereiros-Loivo, 

P — 4920-070 Vila Nova de Cerveira <apimil@sapo.pt> 

P. E. S. : CODIS-Comando Operacional de Protecção Civil, rua de Bandeira, n°249, 

P — 4900-560 Viana do Castelo <codis.vcastelo@prociv.pt> 

E. B. : CARI asbl, Place Croix du Sud, 4 bte L7.07.09, B — 1348 Louvain-la-Neuve 
<www.cari.be> <bruneau@cari.be>) 





